Physical Properties
Center 2 Instructions




NPES Panther Pete Science Lab – Kindergarten  


	Center 2:  Buoyancy

	Purpose:  To determine which items will float in water and which will sink.

Each student has their own medium sized container of water in front of them. A separate tub filled with various items to be tested is also placed on the table.

Students will fill out a simple chart with a picture of the item tested and mark off yes or no to the

Question: “will it float?”

Discuss:  At this center we are going to learn about another word we can use to describe objects around us – buoyancy.   An item that will float is called buoyant, and an item that sinks is not buoyant.

Sometimes you might be surprised at what will float and what sinks.  A very large cruise ship floats on water, but a small marble sinks.  An item’s buoyancy is related to its shape, size and weight, among other things.

At this center, we will test some common objects to see if they are float, or are buoyant.  After you test each item, circle yes or no next to its picture on your worksheet.  

Activity:

Students should take one item at a time from the bin and place it in their tub of water to determine if it sinks or floats.  They should return the items to the bin so that each student can try each item in the bin.  After they have tested an item, assist them as necessary in circling the appropriate answer on their worksheets.  

When all students have tested the objects,

Ask:  were there any items that you thought would float, but didn’t?  Answers will vary.
Ask:  were there any items that you thought would sink, but didn’t?  Answers will vary.












